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CONFERENCE	SCHEDULE	
At a Glance… 
 

 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 – Virtual Conference 
  1:00 -   1:15 Welcome and get pumped up! 

  1:15 -   2:15 Opening General Session 1: Jennifer Abrams, Keynote Speaker 
  2:20 -   3:20 Concurrent Session 1 

  3:30 -   4:30 General Session 2: Chase Mielke, Keynote Speaker 
 

Be sure to visit our Sponsor Page and check out our 3 minute Bullet Sessions. 
 

Thursday, December 9, 2021 – Virtual Conference 
  8:00 -   8:15 Welcome and Warm-up for Day 2 

  8:15 -   9:15 Opening General Session 3: Dave Stuart, Keynote Speaker 

  9:15 -   9:45 Visit our Sponsor Page and take in a couple of our terrific 3-minute Bullet 
Sessions. 

  9:45 – 10:45 Concurrent Session 2 

10:45 – 11:00 Break 

11:00 – 12:00 Concurrent Session 3 

12:00 – 12:30 Lunch 

12:30 -   1:30 Concurrent Session 4 

  1:30 -   1:45 Break 

  1:45 -   2:45 Concurrent Session 5 

  2:45 -   3:00  Break 

  3:00 -   4:00 General Session 4: Brandon Fleming, Keynote Speaker 
  4:00  Farewell 

 
 
 

Thank You! 

 
Our Conference Committee Chair and members have given generously of their time, working diligently to bring 

you a meaningful and enjoyable learning experience. Sincere thanks to all of you! 
 

Melissa George, Virginia Beach Schools, Chair 
Robin Shrum, Shenandoah County Schools 

Jennifer Morris, Staunton City Schools 

Kim Richardson, Hampton City Schools 
Meg Crew, Salem City Schools 

Ana Cingel, Fairfax County Schools 
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2021	VASCD	VIRTUAL	CONFERENCE	
 

Turn	the	Page	
	
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
 
  1:00 – 1:15 Welcome and Get Pumped Up! 
  Williamsburg Field Musick 
 
General Session 1 
 
  1:15 – 2:15 Opening General Session   
  Presiding: Robin Shrum and Kim Richardson, VASCD Conference Committee 
 

Speaker: Jennifer Abrams       
Stretching Your Learning Edges 
________________________ 

 
 
  2:20 – 3:20 Concurrent Session 1 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Blended Paths to Equity 
Jason Green 
Blended learning instructional practices can create a foundation for and a pathway to personalization and equity for 
students. In this session, participants will explore strategies that support educators in building multi-modal, student-centered 
classrooms that offer students agency, voice, and connection. These strategies will help foster learning experiences where 
teachers know each learner and allow them to bring cultural competency into a personalized learning experience, increasing 
relevance, authenticity, and student empowerment. This will be done through LINC's PAACC Framework, which includes 
these hallmarks of innovative learning: Personalization, Agency, Authentic Audience, Connectivity, and Creativity. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Breaking Boundaries with Breakthrough Badges 
Kelsey Pacer and Peyton Anderson 
Deep Learning, Strong Community 
Chesterfield rolled out its own district-wide badging program in the summer of 2021. The initial “breakthrough badges” were 
centered around five critical professional learning topics that transcended schools, grade levels, and content areas. Learn 
about how we initiated a major paradigm shift with central office leadership, school administrators, and approximately 4,500 
teachers. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Fully Engaged: Playful Pedagogy for Real Results 
John Meehan 
Deep Learning, Strong Community 
In classrooms around the globe, teachers hunger for strategies that can inspire authentic engagement while young minds 
yearn for a new world of learning where they can become the hero. We crave choice. Mastery. And a clear sense of 
purpose. This session will outline the surprising research science behind how our brains are hard-wired for play, and take a 
closer look at designing gamified teaching strategies that can help you put these same playful methods to work in your 
instruction. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Getting Real About What Blended Learning Is (and Isn’t) In the Classroom 
Alexis Treat and Meg Van Voorhis 
 
Even though the COVID-19 pandemic made blended learning seem like a novel concept, this approach has been around for 
decades. The truth is, even before the pandemic there has been confusion over what truly constitutes effective blended 
learning, what does not, and how to practically implement it in the classroom. As educators were forced to scramble to get 
kids on tech devices during extended school closures, this confusion only grew. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Leadership Coaching: Building Capacity for Lasting School Improvement 
Lindsay Prendergast and Maria Wallevand 
Strong Community 
School leaders – those faced with the daily complexities of decision-making and the vast responsibilities of school 
improvement – often find themselves isolated and alone, navigating uncharted waters with limited support. Leadership 
coaching can provide the objective perspective, focused guidance and reflective problem-solving opportunities to enable 
administrators to move from persistently reactive practices to proactive, systems-based approaches. Join us to explore how 
leadership coaching in school improvement practices positively impacts not only the school leader, but the entire school 
community. 
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Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Reaching and Teaching to the Edges 
Maia Johnson and Emily Stains 
Deep Learning, Visible Equity 
In this session, attendees will learn how to build equitable, differentiated supports through asset-based instructional 
approaches to ensure all students grow and learn. Inspired by Zaretta Hammond's work, Culturally Responsive Teaching 
and the Brain, this session will bring the practical from the theoretical, centering our strategies around the many dimensions 
of cultural awareness that impact curriculum, instruction, assessment, and learning environment. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Reframe Your ACP Game (Academic and Career Planning) 
Angelique Phillips and Melissa Disher 
Deep Learning 
Student passion and purpose are powerful tools that can be used to provide authentic learning opportunities. Participants 
will learn about efforts to support the High School Redesign process by reimagining how Academic and Career Planning 
can be used to design individual workplace experiences that allow students to explore their post-secondary goals. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
The Instructor’s Presence in an Online Classroom 
Don Macon 
 
Description- Supporting online students in the virtual environment is one of the hallmarks of a successful online instructor. In 
this webinar, the following aspects will be covered: setting a warm and welcoming environment, stressing the importance of 
communication, providing robust feedback, and challenging students to use tools such as organization and time 
management to be successful. This webinar is full of tips and suggestions. It will then end with a question-and-answer 
period, so prepare for interaction! 

 
General Session 2 
 
  3:30 – 4:30 General Session   
  Presiding: Ana Cingel and Meg Crew, VASCD Conference Committee 
 

Speaker: Chase Mielke      
The Power of Small Actions: Research-based, Teacher-tested Practices for Stronger  
Teachers and Communities 
________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you in the morning - be sure to show up for our 15-minute  
Welcome and Warm-up Session! 
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Thursday, December 9, 2021 

  8:00 – 8:15 Welcome and Warm Up for Day 2! 
 
General Session 3 
 
  8:15 – 9:15 General Session   
  Presiding: Melissa George, VASCD Conference Committee Chairperson 
 

Speaker: Dave Stuart  

More Learning, Less Stress: A Simpler, Deeper Methodology for Student Motivation       
and How It Can Make Schools Better for Everyone     
________________________ 

 
  9:45 – 10:45 Concurrent Session 2 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Building a Community of Culturally Responsive Leaders 
Cynthia Lewis, Amanda Kim, Jennifer Miller 
Strong Community 
This session will review strategies to develop community, identity, and learning among instructional leaders around the work 
of culturally responsive instruction. We will cover our process to encourage common language and cohesiveness to 
influence change, refine curriculum, and hone/define expectations in instruction and curriculum. This work centers on driving 
questions. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Building Back Community Through Leadership 
Eric Worcester, Sue Danielson, Christie Taylor, Catherine Porter-Lucas 
Strong Community 
In this engaging, uplifting session, four district leaders will discuss challenges they faced due to the Pandemic and spotlight 
methods they used with their school families, departments, and staff members to provide inspiration and sustenance to light 
the way to a better tomorrow. We will share impactful stories, lessons learned, and actionable items that can be 
implemented by division leaders, school administrators, and professional educators. We all seek to promote thriving futures 
and hope to help inspire you to do the same. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Modernizing Virginia’s Educational Opportunities – For ALL 
Gena Keller 
Deep Learning 
The Commonwealth Learning Partnership is a service oriented organization comprised of professional learning 
organizations, individuals and higher ed institutions that are committed to transforming public education in Virginia. Our laser 
focus actualizing the Profile of a Virginia Graduate is grounded in our creation of the Profile of a Virginia Classroom, 
Education Leader, and Educator. The work of the CLP will have impacts on practice, policy, and on the preparation and 
upskilling of our educators. Please join us and learn more! 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
STEM and Children’s Engineering in the Elementary School 
Yvonne Richard 
Deep Learning 
During this session participants will learn about how to implement a successful STEM program in the elementary school 
setting from a K-5 STEM teacher. Participants will also learn about the benefits of using Children’s Engineering as a tool to 
teach Virginia SOLs. Participants will leave with Design Briefs that can be implemented in classrooms right away as well as 
links to numerous free and low cost resources. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
The Masks We Wear: A Celebration of Culture and Personality 
Victoria Sachar Milosevich 
Deep Learning, Strong Community 
Exploring and developing a sense of self increases resilience and self-assuredness as well as many other important areas 
of emotional intelligence. In this session participants will learn of a project that was completed with students to explore 
culture, personality and what we bring to our community. Participants will learn the process of this project and how it can be 
adapted to different ages and abilities in their own settings. Examples, videos and lessons will be provided to all who attend. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
The Secret Sauce for Success 
Mia Pumo 
Deep Learning, Strong Community 
Did you know there is research that shows small changes toward creating more positivity can increase productivity, 
collaboration, and achievement? If you watch the national news you know we are constantly bombarded with negativity - 
especially as we have been going through a global pandemic. In this session I want to offer hope by sharing some incredible 
research and practical applications that give us ways to tip the scales in favor of positive thoughts and experiences. We will 
talk about how to apply this knowledge to our district, school, and classroom settings to make our workspaces more joyful 
so our staff and students can flourish. 

 
Title: 

 
Building Community: Outreach and Professional Learning with Virtual Virginia 
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Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

Steven Sproles and Stephanie Shea 
Strong Community 
Our Outreach Program is designed to assist Virginia public school teachers and students by providing access to online 
learning modules via the Virtual Virginia learning management system at no cost. Each Virginia public school division also 
has access to its own instance of the VVA learning management system (LMS) at no cost, plus free access to VVA and 
LMS support teams. 
Our Professional Learning program empowers educators to explore new instructional practices with the flexibility to achieve 
more—all at their own pace and at no cost.  Participants can earn certificates for professional learning hours (upon 
successful completion) and can choose from a variety of courses.  Our enhanced PLN user groups feature increases and 
strengthens communication beyond classroom walls.  Join us for more! 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
The What School Could Be Community: Unleashing Potential Together 
Rebecca Ellis and Kapono Ciotti 
Strong Community 
Educators need each other now, more than ever. The What School Could Be community, a FREE online network, offers 
space to connect with colleagues around innovative practice. We provide events with education leaders; professional 
development courses, coaching, discussion sessions, support to create your own groups, and more! After just a few months 
our members (including the Virginia Is for Learners Innovation Network) hail from 49 states (SD, we need you!) and 60+ 
countries. Learn more about what we offer! 

 
10:45 – 11:00 Break – Be sure to visit the Bullet Sessions and our Sponsorship Page 
 
11:00 – 12:00 Concurrent Session 3 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Creating a Sustainable, Scalable Social Emotional Learning System 
Krista Leh 
Strong Community 
Throughout this turbulent past year, educators fully embraced the importance of social emotional learning (SEL) - for 
themselves and their students. Now, the question becomes: How can educators maintain a clear, unwavering focus on SEL 
so it becomes a part of the organizational culture? In this interactive session, participants will learn of three foundational 
factors necessary for sustaining SEL, discover four entry points for SEL integration, and analyze their organization's current 
level of implementation, to transition beyond a program or morning meeting. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
eMediaVA: Deeper Learning and Engagement with Digital Media 
Lindsey Horner 
Strong Community 
Our students are interacting with digital media every day, both in and outside of our classrooms. For our learners, digital life 
is real life. Decades of research demonstrate that digital media is an effective tool to both increase engagement and 
improve the learning outcomes of students. This session will present strategies and techniques for finding, analyzing, and 
implementing relevant digital media from eMediaVA to support your instructional goals. eMediaVA is Virginia’s premier 
digital content library, featuring tens of thousands of engaging learning resources from the most trusted names in education, 
and is available free of charge for public and private educators in Virginia. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Future Ready Students: How Pathways Develop Power, Identity, and Agency 
Rachel White and Melody Cariello 
Deep Learning Visible Equity, Strong Community 
The participants in this session will breakdown the meaning of pathways and how it affects student power, identity and 
agency. They will learn about the process through which Landstown Academy reconstructed and developed pathways for 
their students to allow access to all students to promote equity and deeper learning. A discussion will occur around how the 
alignment of pathways encourages community partnerships. Participants will be allotted time to reflect on how this can be 
applied to their school or program. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Our Journey: Portrait of a Graduate and Transforming Student-led Assessment 
Andrea Hand, Mary-Lynn Robosky, and Kristin Koelsch 
Deep Learning, Visible Equity, Strong Community 
From a one-page vision in 2014 to a student-led portfolio assessment for all students, this session explores the Fairfax 
County Public Schools Portrait of a Graduate journey (aligned to VDOE Profile of a Graduate/the 5 C’s). Participants will 
examine ideas, strategies, and resources to support teaching and assessment practices for POG. With a focus on affirming 
and elevating student voice and celebrating learning and growth, this session will share ‘lessons learned’ through this 
continuous journey. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Team Amelia – Small Community, HUGE HEART 
Cynthia Reasoner and Grace Weyant 
Strong Community 
Never underestimate the awesomeness of a small community! We will share Team Amelia’s story of how Amelia County 
Public Schools works hand in hand with our small community to accomplish truly amazing things for our students. Everyone 
is everything on Team Amelia! Participants will gain worth-while advice and tips on strengthening the school division-
relationship! #TeamAmelia! 
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Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

What’s New with Canvas 
Rachel Swanson, Katie Morgan, Dominic Church 
Strong Community 
The Canvas Team for Virginia will introduce you to Impact, the EdTech Adoption Platform and Mastery Connect, the 
Assessment Management System. Impact provides districts with insights into how Canvas is being used and supports 
teachers with best practices, leading to deeper adoption for more effective teaching and learning. MasteryConnect is an 
Assessment Management System integrated within the Canvas Learning Platform. If you want to take assessment to a 
whole new level and become not just collectors of data, but users of data this session is for you! We will highlight how 
MasteryConnect can help you Identify, Target and Evaluate the Mastery of Standards by providing you with awesome 
reports, Canvas LMS integrations, and an easy way to assess students within the classroom! 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Word is Bond: Utilizing Rap as Culturally and Historically Responsive Text 
Brian Knowles 
Strong Community 
This session will help participants develop an understanding around utilizing Hip-hop based education as a strategy to 
engage students and foster academic achievement. Participants will be given a demonstration on how to utilize rap lyrics as 
informational text. The overarching objective of this workshop is to promote the implementation of culturally relevant 
pedagogy and curriculum that is centering and affirming for historically marginalized students. 
 

12:00 – 12:30 Lunch 

12:30 – 1:30  Concurrent Session 4 
 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Blended Coaching for R.E.A.L. Impact! 
Kimberly Eure and Margaret Harris-Shoates 
Strong Community 
As educators, we know that relationships matter! However, it has been difficult to build meaningful community in virtual and 
blended environments. This session will explore practical, engaging strategies for blended coaching that produces R.E.A.L. 
impact: Relationship-boosting environments, Enhanced coaching cycles, Authentic collaborative growth, and Learning-
focused communication. Kimberly and Margaret are educators with almost a decade of K-12 experience as instructional 
coaches. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Building Teacher Clarity in Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, and Word Study Instruction 
Kathleen Scarborough and Beth Estill 
Deep Learning 
In this session, participants will explore the action steps of the school administrator and reading specialist to support 
teachers in developing clarity around instruction of the Simple View of Reading and Scarborough’s Rope, and the impact of 
the instruction on student outcomes in developing phonemic awareness, phonics, and word study. Presenters will share 
reflections of what they learned in the process and provide suggestions for progress monitoring of instruction to ensure 
students are developing foundational skills for reading. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
But First, Adult SEL: Empowering Staff to Implement Strong Social-Emotional Learning Practices 
Natrisha Sanchez and Michelle Gill 
Deep Learning, Strong Community 
 Effective social and emotional learning begins with the adults in the school community. Developing the social and emotional 
competencies (SEL) of adults while meeting their need for belonging and significance is associated with more positive 
outcomes for students. In this session, teacher leaders and administrators will experience SEL strategies that create a more 
welcoming school climate. Participants will walk away with ready-to-use structures to positively impact SEL implementation 
within the school building and across the district. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Cultivate Deep Learning Through Coherence, Rigor, and Focus 
Amy Bustard 
 
Curricular design structured as a logical story fosters deep learning. We will explore how curricular design can promote 
critical thinking as well as the ability to apply learning in different contexts. We will highlight how a coherent curriculum 
attends to the components of rigor: conceptual understanding, procedural skill and fluency, and application to real-world 
contexts. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Declining, Defining, and Designing Equity in Your School 
Deon Garner 
Visible Equity 
Equity is an important issue in today's educational scope. However, it is quickly becoming lost in the vernacular soup that 
describes our work.. This session outlines the process of acknowledging deficiencies in equity in our schools. Additionally, 
workshop presenters will receive ready-to-use strategies to: identify deficiencies in equity, define what equity looks like for 
the school, and develop a plan to ensure intentional steps are taken to maintain a homeostatic sense of equity within the 
school. 
 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
e-hallpass and FlexTime Manager 
Andy Rishel 
 
Two digital solutions for your school. e-hallpass is an innovative software solution designed to modernize today’s outdated 
methods of administering hall passes. A student creates a cloud-based hall pass on their device, and a teacher can review 
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and approve it in different ways. Imagine having real-time hall traffic data at your fingertips. FlexTime Manager is a new 
software platform designed to solve the headaches associated with managing activity periods, allowing schools to 
supercharge activity time and unleash their full potential. FlexTime Manager provides an easy digital solution to allow you to 
personalize and customize part of your school’s schedule for every student every day. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Implementing the VTSS Framework in a Post-Pandemic World 
Artrella Speed 
 
Educators and students have endured many challenges as it relates to the pandemic. Administrators and teachers are 
having to think "outside the box" to meet the needs of ALL learners. Implementing the VTSS Framework ensures that 
divisions and schools are effectively collecting, disaggregating, and utilizing data to inform and accelerate student learning. 
While the data is available to the teachers, the struggle is access to appropriate resources and high quality instruction for 
maximum student growth. This session will provide invaluable and transferable best practices to build capacity for VTSS 
implementation with your entire staff. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
The School of Hope: Utilizing Hope to Increase Resiliency, Motivation, and Success 
Cathleen Beachboard 
Deep Learning, Visible Equity, Strong Community 
Hope is not simply an emotion. Hope is a science. Hope is one of the most robust predictors of GPA, future academic 
attainment, and overall resiliency. Measuring and raising hope levels can combat the effects of trauma and adverse 
childhood experiences, build student motivation, and drive achievement. Grounded in the positive psychology movement, 
this session combines scientific studies, scholarly research, and classroom tools to increase hope and life outcomes for all 
kids. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Try-ITs: Instructional technology Workshops Let Teachers Experience Deeper Learning As Students 
Emily Heller 
Deep Learning 
Looking for a way to showcase innovative tech tools, model best instructional practices, and encourage deeper learning? 
Introducing Try-ITs: Try Instructional Technology workshops. Try-ITs are engaging, interactive, hands-on professional 
learning workshops that model research-based strategies while letting teachers experience instructional technology as 
students. Come to this session to learn how to support your teachers’ use of instructional technology and innovative 
pedagogical strategies, provide dedicated time for teachers to connect and collaborate, and foster a positive culture through 
badges and competition. 

 

1:30 – 1:45 – Break – Be sure to visit the Bullet Sessions and our Sponsorship Page  

1:45 – 2:45 – Concurrent Session 5 
 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Creating a Culture of Belonging Through SEL in Virginia Schools 
Casey Pettit, Nausheen Tirmizi 
 
Join Casey Pettit, LICSW and Nausheen Tirmizi for a session centered on building community, cultivating belonging, and 
exploring identity in your classrooms. We’ll explore what it means to experience belonging, as well as why it is a key solution 
to the current student mental health crisis. We’ll also walk through a full SEL lesson + check in activity that you can bring 
back to your school. This session is designed to be interactive + engaging. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Elevating Student Voice 
Alixandra Tate and Erika Kersey 
Deep Learning 
Student voice is critical. What if we asked the students what they want and need from teachers and school? And then 
actually listened to them? In this session, participants will learn how to tap into student voices to develop completely 
student-led professional learning sessions to share with teachers and educators to maximize student’s experiences in the 
classroom and school setting. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
From Aesthetics to Authenticity 
James Avery 
Visible Equity 
As equity champions, we have an obligation to move equity from something we do for show, to something we do for real. 
This session will take equity-focused educators through the three stages of promoting visible equity: concept, conversation, 
and confidence. Participants will leave with a clear understanding of what visible equity is and what it is not, methods to 
facilitate equity-focused conversations with colleagues, and a means to measure the impact of current practices. 
 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Leveraging the Power of CRP and SEL to Support PBIS 
Shana Remian and Kristina Berney 
Visible Equity 
Teachers are already overwhelmed with the many initiatives being presented at any given time. CRP, SEL, and PBIS are 
three of the research-based practices being promoted by VBCPS. Our session aims to show the integration of how these 
three practices support positive school culture and student outcomes. We will show how Princess Anne High School created 
a holistic approach to tiered levels of support for both students and staff. 
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Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

PBL: Our Story of Growth from Grassroots to Access for ALL! 
Jeff Lonnett, Christie Day, and Abbey Miller 
Deep Learning, Visible Equity, Strong Community 
How can we empower teachers and schools to shift practices, county-wide, so that all students can master content, have 
opportunities to truly develop Profile of a Graduate skills, and understand their role in making a difference in their schools 
and communities? See how Fairfax County took Project-Based Learning from “pockets of innovation” to “opportunities for 
everybody." You’ll explore their steps, along with roadblocks and learnings, and see successful student examples from 
kindergarten through 12th grade. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Solutions to Overcome Listening Barriers, to Improve Student Engagement, and Provide Equal Access to Learning 
Dan Haas 
 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic during Spring 2020, schools were forced to recalibrate how education was 
delivered. As school buildings re-opened, health measures to reduce the transmission of the COVID-19, including use of 
masks, social distancing, ventilation measures, plexiglass, and hybrid approaches that blend in-person and remote learners 
introduced new barriers to clear, audible sound in the classroom. Many of the measures put in place during the 2020-2021 
school year had a major impact on learning. During this session we will review the research and discuss solutions to 
overcome listening barriers, to improve student engagement and provide equal access to learning. 

 
Title: 
Presenters: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Starting the Minimalist Teacher Journey 
Tammy Musiowsky-Borneman and C.Y. Arnold 
Deep Learning, Strong Community 
It is impossible to list the numerous tasks teachers do, and decisions they make each day. In today’s educational context, 
teachers feel compelled to work in a way that is unhealthy and unsustainable. How can we refocus attention to the 
essentials? Bringing a minimalist mindset to the classroom can help shed the burden of ‘too much’. ASCD authors will 
debunk myths about minimalist approaches, introduce decision-making tools to help participants reflect on current practices 
and begin planning for a more sustainable future. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
What’s Your SEL Power? 
Heather Peterson 
Deep Learning, Visible Equity, Strong Community 
Adults must embrace and understand their own social emotional skills in order to meet the ever changing needs of students. 
More than ever we need to identify the key aspects of how emotions impact our relationships and effectiveness. This 
interactive session will allow participants to explore their SEL superpower and gain strategies to positively impact students, 
staff and families. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Strand: 
Description: 

 
Using Personalized Literacy Instruction to Achieve Reading Success 
Scott Lewis 
 
Here is our session description: Reading Plus is an evidence-based, online program that improves students’ fluency, 
comprehension, vocabulary, and motivation to read. Beginning with an adaptive assessment that determines a data-driven 
starting point for the instruction and practice students need to become independent readers, Reading Plus provides 
personalized instruction and intervention to support students with diverse needs, including multilingual learners, students 
who qualify for special education services, and RTI/MTSS Tiers 1, 2, and 3, as well as advanced readers. Based on years of 
research and more than a decade of proven classroom success, Reading Plus produces 2.0-2.5 years of proficiency grade-
level gains for striving students in just 60 hours of personalized instruction. The program is currently used in more than 
7,800 schools, helping over one million students become confident, lifelong readers. 

 

General Session 4 

2:30 – 4:00  Presider: Jennifer Morris, VASCD Conference Committee 
 

Speaker: Brandon Fleming       Virginia Room 
  Miseducated 

________________________ 
 
4:00  Closing with Melissa George 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations! 
As part of your conference registration, you have received a one-year membership with VASCD.             

Your membership will run from December 2021 – December 2022 
Watch your inbox for exciting updates as well as our monthly newsletter. 
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Poster Sessions 

Visit our poster session on-line anytime! 
 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Building school community and culture through literacy 
Lindsay Porzio 
At Crestwood Elementary, we have built a strong school community through literacy by weaving literature throughout 
our SEL curriculum.  Monthly Crest Fest assemblies showcase students’ love of series reading, our literacy events 
provide students experiences with books, and together we focus on fostering each child’s love for reading.   
Learn how we have used literacy to develop strong community partners and to create a culture where students and 
families feel welcome and loved. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
eMediaVA: Deeper Learning with Digital Media 
Lindsey Horner 
As an educator, you know that students learn better when they are actively engaged and motivated by the subject 
matter. Decades of research demonstrate that digital media is an effective tool to increase engagement, differentiation, 
and retention. This session will present strategies for finding, analyzing, and implementing relevant digital media from 
eMediaVA to support your instructional goals. eMediaVA is Virginia’s premier [free] digital content library, featuring 
tens of thousands of engaging learning resources from the most trusted names in education. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Equity in Gifted Education: Helping ALL Students Meet Their Full Potential 
David Walrod 
Gifted education has garnered a reputation for a lack of equity and diversity. The question is, what can administrators 
and educators do ensure that opportunities for advanced learning are available to all students? This session will focus 
on how to provide access to all students, including twice-exceptional learners, English Language Learners, and 
students from underrepresented populations. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Equity is More than Access: Using #GoOpenVA to Grow Educator Skills 
Jennifer Weller 
Students might have access to great learning resources, but if their teacher is not using them to address deeper 
learning, then it doesn’t matter. Openly-licensed educational resources (OER) like those on VDOE’s #GoOpenVA can 
support teachers as they struggle with learning and implementing teaching skills that encourage students to go beyond 
recall learning. Such skills are not learned in one afternoon’s workshop, and teachers need supportive continual growth 
opportunities. #GoOpenVA can help. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Exercise verses Physical Activity for the Future 
Vonny Byrd 
A look at the current Physical Education structure; exercise versus physical activity and how we promote a healthy 
lifestyle for the future of our students. Incorporating Fitness Apps into daily instruction of physical education.  Blending 
the traditional physical education with physical activity options and Apps that encourage participation by all students.  
Taking a look at how we exercise as adults and how this should be reflected in the physical education of our students.  
Addressing the "gap" in this mindset. Exercising with little to no equipment. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Fight For Your Spot! 
Maria Faircloth, Lydia Roberson, Michelle Machay, and Courtney Bennis 
So many people have impacted history that we can’t include them all. Who should we keep? Whose contribution is 
most important? What if we asked our students! This presentation details a collaborative effort of the history, gifted and 
theatre departments. Inspired by Colonial Williamsburg’s historical interpretation program, this project allows students 
to deepen their perspective on historical figures. Students will embody a historical figure while making a defensible 
argument to fight for their inclusion in next year’s curriculum. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Inclusion for ALL – School Staff and Faculty, Not Just Students 
Rose Fraze 
Not all teachers are special education teachers, but all teachers are teachers of special education students - rather 
officially identified or not.  To create a culture of inclusion, we must facilitate a school-wide knowledge  of significant 
parts of special education.  An overview of the Riverside High School Special Education Schoology course designed 
by school admin and completed by paraprofessionals and general educators will be presented.  Participants may 
access, use, or modify any course materials for their own schools. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Instructional Strategies for Fluency within Structured Literacy Lessons 
Christine Peterson 
This session highlights instructional tips and strategies teachers can implement to increase fluency and automaticity 
while following a structured literacy lesson plan. Lesson plan components such as phonemic awareness, word study 
for both reading and spelling, and strategies to increase reading fluency will be highlighted with accompanying 
activities, materials, and resources shared. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
It's on Us: Creating a Partnership addressing Poverty and Structural Racism Barriers 
Robert Pamas Meredith Fortner, Ward Othman 
Learn about the impact free individual or small-group tutoring by trained college students and alumni can have on the 
massive educational disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in the widening of the already alarming gaps for K-
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12 underserved students. See how a partnership between a university and a non-profit organization can help all 
students achieve and ensure a more equitable recovery from COVID-19 and beyond. 
 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Maintaining High-Quality Community and Academics in Distance Learning: COVID Action Research 
Michael Riley 
This action research study aims to better understand the experiences with distance learning during the 2020-2021 
school year during the COVID-19 pandemic. An explanatory, mixed methods design is used to assess feelings around 
community and academics. Self-report surveys were administered to three stakeholder groups. A follow-up teacher 
interview helped enrich the survey data. When taken together, areas of concern were identified. The main areas of 
concern centered around teacher-student relationships and the use of technology. Five recommendations are made. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Professional Learning by CHOICE Community 
Jennifer Stevens 
The Professional Learning by CHOICE Community was recently funded by the USED to study the impact of teacher 
autonomy in professional learning. This initiative will empower the professional growth of 2,100 secondary science, 
math, computer science, and CTE teachers through teacher-directed selection of learning experiences paid for with 
grant funds. During their two years of participation, teachers will be supported by instructional coaches and peers 
within a virtual PLC to achieve the ultimate goal of improving student outcomes. 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
REL Appalachia Community Math Night – Engaging Families for Math Success 
Kerry Friedman and Laura Kassner 
A Community Math Night (CMN) brings together educators, students, families, and other caring adults to learn about, 
talk about, and have fun with math to build a sense of community and partnership around math learning. REL 
Appalachia collaborated with educators to co-develop research-based CMN activities, which participants will have an 
opportunity to engage in during this session. Presenters will also share research underpinning CMN and provide 
insights from planning and hosting CMNs (both in-person and in virtual and hybrid settings). 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Signing Day Reimagined:  A CTE Twist 
William Crowder 
Every year on National Signing Day, high school athletes select a hat and sign with a college they plan to compete for 
and attend. Henrico County Schools started its own Signing Day, with a twist:  celebrating student employment out of 
high school. Local businesses attend this annual event to “sign” students to full-time employment in their CTE area of 
study. This nationally recognized event has developed a sense of pride and strong ties to our local business 
community. 
 

 
Title: 
Presenter: 
Description: 

 
Vibrant schools and what they mean for Joy, Trust, and Well-being 
Stephanie McGuire, Lavare Henry, and Martha Crocket 
Vibrant Schools, defined by Tschannen-Moran (2020), foster playful learning, encourage emboldened voices, and 
invigorate enlivened minds. Following a study investigating schools high in this type of vibrancy, we will discuss how 
these schools rate in the presence of joy, teachers’ trust in students, students’ trust in teachers, and students’ well-
being.  We will discuss research results, as well as provide a tool to gauge your own school. How Vibrant is your 
current school environment and what can you do to cultivate even more vibrance? 
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THANK	YOU	TO	OUR	SPONSORS	
 

Virginia ASCD offers sincere thanks to the following individuals and  
organizations for their support of our 2019 Annual Conference: 

 
The Williamsburg Lodge for being a wonderful host of this event. 

 
Instructure/Compass for their conference partnership.  

 
Thank you to Houghton Mifflin Harcourt and Lexia Learning for supporting the work of the VASCD Board. 

 
Our sponsors and exhibitors bring positive energy as well as innovative ideas and products  
to our conference program. VASCD is grateful for their continued partnership and support! 

 
Special Thanks to Our 2021 VASCD Annual Conference Sponsors and Exhibitors 

 

American College of Education 
Agile Minds 

Cambridge International 
Canvas 

CEV Multimedia 
Constructive Learning Design 

Curriculum Associates 
e-hallpass 
Edgenuity 

George Mason University 
 
 
 

Great Minds 
Heinemann Publising 

Houghton Mifflin 
IStation 

Lexia Learning 
Lightspeed 

Mary Baldwin University 
McGraw Hill 

Perfection Learning 
Plasma Games 

 
 

Project Wayfinder 
Reading Plus 
Renaissance 

Scholastic 
Sock Concepts 

ST Math created by MIND 
Research 
WHRO 

ExanEdu 

 

Save the Date!	
2022 VASCD Events 	

 
Help Me Learn ow to Play the Game: Discipline with Feeling, Fidelity, and Follow Through 

Webinar on January 26 and February 23, 2022 
Andy Jacks (Jan 23) and Kambar Khoshaba (Feb 23) 

 
Whole Child Institute – Teach Our Children Well: Strengthening Adult capacity to Meet Student Needs 

February 10, 2022  
Fulghum Center, Midlothian 

Allison Rodman 
 

The Minimalist Teacher 
February 22, 2022 

Holiday Inn Tanglewood, Roanoke 
Tammy Musiowsky-Borneman 

 
2022 VASCD Annual Conference 
November 30 - December 1, 2022 

Williamsburg Lodge 
 

For more information/registration, visit VASCD.org 


